VII
DEAN   CHURCH:    AN  APPRECIATION

DEAN CHURCH died on December 10, 1890. The
year that saw his passing had been one of many
losses to the English Church and to English Christi-
anity. Within a few months of each other, Bishop
Lightfoot, John Henry Newman, and Canon
Liddon had all passed away. But for some at
least the Dean's death was the heaviest blow of all.
He had not, it is true, Lightfoot's erudition, nor
Liddon's eloquent tongue, nor Newman's dazzling
subtlety; to many, indeed, it will seem sheer
perversity to bracket his name with the great
Oxford leader. If it be so, so be it. This paper
makes no pretence to being a sober, critical esti-
mate ; it is the acknowledgment of a debt, a
personal and almost life-long debt; and for myself
I can only say that I would gladly barter everything
that Liddon ever wrote for one volume of Dean
Church, and that nothing that either Lightfoot or
Newman has done for me can even be compared
with what I have learned from him. I never saw
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